CATHOLIC CHARITIES HOME SUPPLIES AND FOOD BANK RECEIVES $72,750
GRANT FROM THE WALMART FOUNDATION
Funding to Increase Food Assistance Programs in Rural Areas
Caribou, Maine (December 8, 2011) – Catholic Charities Home Supplies and Food Bank
announced today it will receive a $72,750 grant from the Walmart Foundation to increase food
assistance programs in surrounding rural areas where approximately one quarter of the
population struggles to put food on the table. Last year alone, the Home Supplies and Food
Bank provided food for more than 18,000 families.
The donation will facilitate the opening of a new warehouse in Monticello, Maine, to serve as a
new distribution center. The donation will also provide for the purchase of essential equipment
for storing and transporting food in the following communities: Aroostook, Penobscot, and
Washington counties. Catholic Charities estimates an increase of 6,000 families will receive
fresh and healthy foods in these three rural areas as a result of this donation.
“This money will allow us to expand into rural areas and have a distribution site closer to their
communities so we can provide more healthy foods like fresh vegetables,” said Steve
Letourneau, CEO of Catholic Charities Maine. “We’re so excited to be selected as a recipient
of this national grant.“
Catholic Charities Maine is among 12 Catholic Charities USA Agencies that are sharing in a
$760,000 grant from the Walmart Foundation this holiday season. The donation is part of
Walmart’s $19 million holiday giving campaign to help guarantee Christmas for U.S. nonprofits
dedicated to fighting hunger and providing other basic needs. The retailer has also launched a
way for Facebook users to nominate local nonprofits for a chance to receive funding during the
holidays.
Walmart’s holiday giving comes at a critical time: USDA reports nearly 15 percent of households
located outside of metropolitan areas are at risk of hunger, and U.S. Census Bureau data shows
more than 46 million Americans live in poverty, the highest number recorded in the U.S. in 52
years.

###

About Philanthropy at Walmart
Walmart and the Walmart Foundation are proud to support initiatives that are helping people live
better around the globe. In May 2010, Walmart and its Foundation made a historic pledge of $2

billion through 2015 to fight hunger in the U.S. The Walmart Foundation also supports
education, workforce development, environmental sustainability, and health and wellness
initiatives. To learn more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org.
About Catholic Charities
For over 45 years, Catholic Charities has provided high-quality, community-based, social
services to people of all faiths, beliefs, nationalities and economic backgrounds. As one
of the largest human service agencies in the state, we are committed to helping children
and adults overcome adversity and achieve self-sufficiency. www.ccmaine.org
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